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John MacBeath is Professor Emeritus at the University of Cambridge 

where he has held the Chair of Educational Leadership since 2000. Prior 

to that he was Director of the Quality in Education Centre at the 

University of Strathclyde in Glasgow where he worked closely with the 

Scottish Inspectorate on the development of self evaluation and 

performance indicators and the implementation of School Boards. Between 1997 and 2001 he 

co-directed, with Peter Mortimore a study of school effectiveness and improvement involving 

80 schools. 

From 1997 to 2001 he was a member of the Tony Blair’s Task Force on Standards and from 

1997 to 1999 Scotland’s Action Group Standards.  In 1997 he received the OBE for services 

to education. International consultancies have included OECD, UNESCO and ILO 

(International Labour Organisation), the Bertelsmann Foundation, the Wallenberg 

Foudndation and The European Commission. For the last five years he has been consultant to 

the Hong Kong Education Bureau on self evaluation and external review. In 2006 he assumed 

the Presidency of the International Congress on School Effectiveness and Improvement. He is 

currently Projects Director for the Commonwealth Centre for Education.  He has written 

widely on student voice, school self-evaluation, school inspection, school improvement and 

leadership, including the recent edited book with Y.C Cheng Leadership for Learning: 

international perspectives, Rotterdam, Sense Publisher, (2008). 
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